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In rustic English tfc 
strait-laced Puritans of 
tt-e Mauachuiteu* Bay 
Colony solemnly outlawed 
that most note nous of 
sacrilegious ce.eCrat.ors. 
Chnstmas. 

"For presenting disor- 
ders arising in seuenll 
places witl.n this jur.s- 
diction. by reason of 
some still eteervtng suA 
ffestiualls as were super- 
ciliously kept :n other 
ctumryf, to the great 
dl'honnor of God & of- 
fence of others.’ • the 
Genera! Court statute of 
1669 reid "it is therefore 
ordered by this court and 
the authority them* that 
whosoever shall he found 
observing any such day 
a< ChTilmas o' the like. 
eitlieT by for '.war uig la- 
bour, fessl.n* or any 
other way . . euery 
such pc non so offend in* 
shall pay for etery such 
offence flue sh.il mss 


nm-AWEn in Er*- 
lard from IMT t« t «0 
under Oliver Cromwell. 
Chnslmai lound ro ref- 
uge in New England 
Gev. William Bedford 
wrote of the Pilgrims’ 
lir»! American Christmas 
n ISM: 1 Monday. the 
'.■5th day we went or. 
shore, wnw to fell :>m- 
tier, some to saw. iwme 
to rive and son* to 
carry; ?o r» nun rested 
ail that day.” 

Spying some children 
a! play cn Christmas In 
16!!. Bedford coruscated 
their toys and turned 
Ihem in to thc.r pacer ts 

Nevertheless. the first 
Oinslmas celebrated in 
ihc New World h> Eng- 
lish colonists. near 
Jamestown m Virginia m 
ii5fi7. had been more 
relaxed Captain John 
Smith, leader of the sane 
nf .Anglican settlers. 

W 'III i- 



• Tie extreme 
rayre. frost and 
caused us to keep Cbrut- 
m»s among the savages 
where we were never 
mire mam# w Wiie m 
mire plenty of gold oys- 
ters. fish, flesh wtd 
foJe. ar.d goed oread roc 
ever had t*t>: f.rts Jt 
England." 

Colonial PunuBs. 

Baptists, Quaker 
Presbyterians, fining ae 
•cripttral sanrt-tn of 
Christ hjs be: plenty ef 
pagan preceCrrt in tie 
Dei'emoer saturnalias ef 
Borne, steadfastly oj* 
posed iU OtaerosM. 

Tough, the Mans- 
chusetts ban was repeal- 
ed ir. Its!, the day -as 
net freely observed in 
New England, save at an 
Ang'ican sanctuary hi 
Rhode Is’ar.d. e-itli rt*» 

Roman Catholic* 
Luthers Its. Gerraara a-d 
Dutrh divsenirr* and DM 
Anglican *::’«« of tv 
Middle ard Southern oJ-v 
rues were rather levs 
concerned with the ta rt 
of ancient herheniciv 

In the Sooth, particu- 
larly. the jciivm was 
celebrated *< a 
affair — the I! days of 
Owivnas — marked by 
IV firing of muskets and 
carmen feastr* visiting, 
weddings, rard plaving. 
dancing. Care, fiddling 
gossip and a PurKaa oo- 
served. ‘such He tocl- 
er.es." 

' •NOTHING is row to 
b«- hea*d o' n eonessa- 
tion ‘ a Virgitu tufjr 
noted ji !T71 "tut tbe 
ba.ls. the fOx-hJDts. t» 
fine rrlerluntEl- and 
the rc**l 'eTo—jhio wc.:h 


are to be cch brec at t.ie 
a;pcoact«r Orirrui ’* 

!n HXiacnbR them 
•as the "gra.Ni ilicmna- 
t*e " A jrilua Ur and 
C r - m. corps 1 

i ccfSTcnty 
beet re and rvircrei 
house to tear ewamavd- 
irg the raster to light 
car-fes in has window* 


J Inters on fce 

•-■w I 4 . i.ll 


far the noise it 
Elder tb tarda* — theta 
were Naked ham. 
ao-P 

araEoped nvven. turkey, 
roast beef. game ard 
g«w pes. sp«n bread, 
sweet peutoos. plvm 
puhdiag. fnA cake, dark 
beer. Madena wd mat- 
ec cider. 

COfVTRY gee try gath- 
errd at a prterinml 
mar’s ft-xre gceeraEy a 
reUt.v*. ter an equally 
psiravagaet and ere need 
JrasJ It was at ov of 
fese that a apcl’ed id- 
d I e r Based Palm k 
Henry and a yejig «tu- 
dent ramed Thxnas Jef- 
ferson met (H mating **t« 
leforavw of the Kawr 
Cl tT». George Waoh-ig- 
ton liot a -if* -« thr 
tth day. Jefferxei did 
the sane it 1*72. 

North oe $vs*h th-re 


was little gift-gun* 
Servants aught have the 
day off ard a small gif; 
the next day. Children 
expected a gift or two 
acd the |*x>r were I'd 
There «e;e yule kgs. but 
apart iron mistletoe 
ball, probably few deco- 
ritif 

Pror the M.ddle CVa- 
me? came many of :he 
traditions of our modern 
Christmas, including 

CluMmM trees and 
Saab Claus TV Dutch 
of New Arasbrdam gave 
the xeascr. semilegal 
sanction is IGM by re- 
cessmg Manhattan's gov 
enuneat for three weeks. 
It -*sn‘t until IOC j 
G eeegia *nt the holiday 
iturt legal status 


vxiicd in most American 
households: 

"Now Chrisnas comes. 
•;is fit that wc 

"Snojld feast and sing 
and marry V; 

’’Keep open house, let 
fiddlers play, 

"A fig for cold, sing 
care, away: 

'And may they who 
thereat repine. 

"On broaci bread and 
small beer Cne." 


EVEVTVALLY with iht 
amva! of more sett’eri 
and tv rise of notv 
daoor .1 national concerns, 
e-en New Englander* 
related. By the lime 
WasciJigton crosied the 


Tnp AP write*- Im- 
plies dll Colonists 
were celebrating 
C-ristmas by the 
tire of the War for 
IncoDendpnce. iow- 
ever, see the drt- 
1c lc beltw with 1n- 
fcrridlior a leaned 
w7w2r'co'‘ a^sUT^ f -or ; ho .Vprican 
Eve <4 ITT*, these serti- Heritage look cf 
irerti first puM »hed m tho Revolution, 
tv Virftofa Gaue’.v 1J 
vear* v'ore mW* ve- 

k "CHR1S1MAS" VICTORY 

It was Geman Catholics who were 
■treely resoonsible for brinning the 
tree ar.d other r'tuals of "Christras'' 
to A-crlca during the nredt Ge-r-an 
rnforations of the 1800’s. 

However, the first real ‘German” 
celebration of Christmas in America 
fa s t>v Hessian soldiers hired out to 
re 3ritish to help pjt down those 
•pesky Arerican rebels. 


That f ; '$t 


German 


'Christmas" was 


Re or in ted by America's Prerise 
Box 5334, Phoenix. Ar’z. 


coiec'ate • at rynton, r,cw Jersey in Cecenber cf 17"6. 

On Cifistmas eve, mile the Gemans were ceiebrat- 
•ing tncmselves into a drunken stupor. General George 
yashinrtcr. Johr Sul* Ivan, Nathanael Greene, Henry 
Knox, Ja--.es "crroc, and several thousand other Colon 
ial Pat*-icts who dtd not celebrate Christmas, crossed 
the Delaware River in the freezing night, marched 9 
riles to "ronton, and at dawn on Christmas cay over- 
oewered ard caotured tne oleary. ChristmaS-mOT Hes- 
sian garrison. 

The victory se-.t a shock wave o*’ hope through the 
Arerican Colonies. Disregarding Christnas had b>-oucht 


the 


ec- -er o* 


Amer-'ca a ruch needed victory. 




PURITANS *hO !'<cd tc kill Chr,str»soi were OSSKjoed 
in M'l' -mo houses on 'he bos s of vx at iio’us 


The Low That Banned Christmas 


i, II,, Will GAHtliON 

Hadii.il Protestant church- 
men lr!”d lo kill Christmas in 
1 1 . 1 1 7tu CVntun bv oiill.iv* injj 
1 1 s 1.1 *•!>. .ihon on both side* of 
t mi Atlantic 

To thrift the holiday j 
• popish t Catholic* frivolity at 
IvM .« work of Satan jt wor>t 
But the law proved highly 
unpopular with both Catholics 
and Protestants because most 
people regardless of their re- 
ligion preferred j day of men 
i\ making, feasting and gift- 
piving to one of work. 

Pro Christmas riots racked 
England in 1647 -ad 1649 Indore 
i in- country s holiday ban was 
revoked. Hut in Massachusetts 
stronghold cf radical Puritan- 
i«n! int- authorities had less trou- 
lit enforcing an antl-Christm.-i* 
l.iw . v Inch stayed Ir. lorce lor 
22 .cars 

We think d the Puritans as 
ideal Americans " wrote church 
historian f) D Demurest Hut 
actually they were a cartanVer- 
on: group of fervent believers 
•Ov had little or no tolerance for 
lersons with diflerent opinions " 
Highest on any good Puritan’s 
hi (.t intolerable items was any- 
thing that smacked ol Komar 
Catholicism And hadr t Catho- 
lics. alter all. celebrated Christ- 
mas for centuries” 

Du day called Christmas." 
mi ole Puritan Koteri Brown 


For 22 Years 

Trail) means Christ-Mass ” 

In Massachusetts, Willi-m 
Bradford, second gov*rr.sr ot th. 
Plymouth Bay Colony, » a* r.- 
corded as telling his officers We 
must lake the sternest measuus 
against th.* popish day ' 

TV December 25 ol the 
first spent in ihe New A arid bv 
the Mayflower Pilgrims w-» 
spent filling trees *‘ui order t. 
avoid any frtioUty or. tV das 
sometimes called Christmas 
In England tV motVr coon 
try un arti-Chmtmas law went 
into effect in 16*3. «Vn Puritan 
forces gamed control of Parlia- 
ment Widespread discontent w.th 
ihe ban f-rced the a* maker* tc 
issue yearly proclamatisns o 4 re 
minder lutul the law *u repeal- 
ed 12 y.aH later. 

TVn on May II. MM. hi Ma*o 
chusett*. the colonial legislature 
passed its anli-heUd-y law . read 
mg Whosoever shall V loenc 
observing ar.y sixh dav as Christ 
mas shall pay for every ol 
fense fisc shillings " 

The law's preamble explained 
its purpose was "for preventing 
disorders <b> » observing «och 
festivals as were super stitsousls 
kept in other countries to the 
great dshonor of God and the of- 
fense of others." 

The law remained in force un- 
til 1631 when Kirg Charles tl and 
his royal commissioners toned 

its repeal 
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How Holy Is Christmas? 

I>.d ymi krj* llut the first Chr&trrm free erected n j churd* 
a the l’ r J!e*J Sutev in lrt$l Junked xlsClcvcUml cOr.£iegJlit»n 
It conudcftd loo heathenish' llivtory alvo rcamis that w>mc 
cjiIj American Pjnlanv even foi^aJc lie obtet vaiuc ol 
(hntinui j holiday. Pci haps Iho&e IIitiMij is wcic l.nmi.ii 
%ilh j piu^c «»S S.iip : jic !ojn*i «n Jeremiah. *'Foi t ic cuvto:iv 
o th* people Jie sain: fur **nc cuttcth a ttcc nut ol the tore** 
the v. is! ihe ! - nJs of il:r wiekitian. *ill the axe llie> il&k 
K \4ith dvei and with fold. :hcy Usten n with luils *uJ will 1 
hjnvwcis. tl .1 it i »« ve not. They jic U(>*i£h* -i the paint ’ice. Imt 
spe-i. iii itey mjY! needs be home, because they cannot cu Ik 
d.iI .Iru J i*t m'-t for they cannot •!' evil, icilhrr j|mi i\ it r 
iben lo thtftHxJ *’ Jnemtah 10:2 V 

Otf Ytftut nice it is not mcntK>ncC once tn The Bible So 
p*i'a|H thix bear .ivt?e lb in ever before. >•< xli.'ud seek .1 
jiv*er i\ to |i.nx Ontstriiv » n v \* otnoJetf*! hyrhinltjiib to be 



THE FAMIIYCIHCUS 


Dwo* Santo, bless Mommy and Dadov orvd 
1 rreon. Door God, bless Mommy ond . . . 
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